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The Europeana network of Ancient Greek and Latin Epigraphy (EAGLE)1 aims to integrate the 
largest collections of digitized inscriptions in Europe in a single database, and to provide users with 
tools for research, interaction and fact-finding. To this goal, the DAI team has created a dedicated 
Storytelling Application that helps users to build engaging multimedia narrative based on inscriptions 
and ancient monuments. 
One of the key assumption of EAGLE is that inscriptions are complex cultural artifacts that may 
function as gateways into the history and (very often) the every-day life of the people that have 
commissioned, created, read and, finally, rediscovered and studied them. In short, every inscription has 
a story (in fact, most often: many stories) to tell. 
The Storytelling Application is a web software that is integrated within the portal of the project;2 it 
assists users with a registered account to create narratives based on ancient inscriptions and to publish 
them online. We describe the five basic requirements around which the design of the app evolved. The 
design intended to ensure the user-friendliness of the interfaces, the support for multimedia content, 
the integration with the other services provided by EAGLE as well as the interoperability with the 
other online databases and resources for Ancient History. 
Moreover, in order to ensure future extensibility we developed a EpiDOC generic reader, which 
runs and can be tested on a dedicated server of the DAI or be downloaded and installed by the users 
on their own servers.3 The service processes digital editions of inscriptions that are compliant with the 
EpiDOC standard and formats it into an elegant human-readable edition. The reader is integrated 
within the Storytelling App, so that every EpiDOC inscription can be now included into the narratives. 
But it can also be used outside the app, in order to format editions of inscriptions and publish them in 
the web. 
The app is now published in the official plugin market of WordPress.4 
																																																								
1 http://www.eagle-network.eu/  
2 http://www.eagle-network.eu/stories/  
3 http://epidoc.dainst.org/  
4 https://wordpress.org/plugins/eagle-storytelling-application/  
